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economical methods of using wood fuel, and new materials for industrial
alcohol should be investigated. The harnessing of water power appears,
however, to afford a more reliable source of energy, especially with a view
to the development of thermo-electric industries; and Government is
urgently enjoined to undertake a hydrographic survey in order to deter-
mine the places which offer possibilities for the establishment of hydro-
electric installations.
The nest chapters deal with " The Indian in Industries." They dis-
cuss measures designed to improve the efficiency of the Indian artisan
and to encourage the educated Indian to take part in industrial enter-
prise. It is shown that the relative lowness of wages paid to Indian
labour is counter-balanced by the comparative inefficiency of the indivi-
dual Indian workman. The Commission assigns three causes for this
inefficiency, ^iz.t the absence of education, the prevailing low standard of
comfort and the effects of preventible disease. The Commission expresses
itself in favour of universal primary education, but considers that it would
be unfair and unjust to impose upon employers this duty, which devolves
rather upon the State and local authorities. But education of a technical
kind is also required, and the method of instruction to be followed will
vary for workers in organised and for workers in cottage industries, the
latter of whom, it may be remarked, considerably exceed the former in
numbers. For cottage industries the Commission proposes an efficient
system of education in industrial schools administered by head masters
with practical knowledge of the industries taught, and controlled by the
Departments of Industries. The extension of marketing facilities must
go hand in hand with the teaching of improved processes. In the case of
organised industries mechanical engineering is taken as a typical instance,
and the proposals include the establishment of a system of organised
apprenticeship for a period of four or five years, with practical training
in the workshops and theoretical instruction in attached teaching in-
stitutions.
The Commission places better housing in the forefront of its recom-
mendations to raise the standard of comfort of the Indian artisan. Subject
to certain safeguards, Government should use its powers under the Land
Acquisition Act to acquire sites for industrial dwellings, and land so
acquired should be leased to employers on easy terms., Special remedies
are proposed in the case of Bombay, where the problems of congestion
are unique. General measures of welfare \rork among factory employes
are alsa suggested, and special attention should be paid to the improve-
ment of public health. The elimination of such diseases as hookworm,
and malaria, which are prevalent almost everywhere in India, would add
enormously to the productive capacity of the Indian labourer.
The general aversion from industrial pursuits of the educated Indian
is ascribed to hereditary predisposition accentuated by an unpractical
system of education. A complete revolution in the existing methods of